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THE LAW OF LIBEL.

The committee, appointed by fthe
Prems Association of Iilinols, at the ses”
slon held In this city last April, have
memorialized the Constitutlonal Conven-
tion to make certnin changes in the law |
of libel, which, it Is thought, the spirit of |
the times demands. We have hereto-
fore published the memorial, and to-day |
lay Lefore our readers the opinlons of
such papers as have commented on the
action of the committes,

We haye no doubt that those lawyers
who cling tothe musty traditions of the
past, and meel every proposition of laws
reform withi the violent clamor of bols-
terous denunclation, will resist the
making of the proposed changes; but
that any falr-minded cltizen can fall o
with these legal fosslls we cannot believe,

As the law stands at present in Illinols
an editor who endeavors to be a faithiful
chronicler of passing events, la at the |
mercy of every legalshyster who wishes |
to pursue him wiith hatred or rob him |
under the forms of law. Editors are not
infallible, but are, indeed, as liabie to be |
decelved Ly false representations and
sensational reports as other mortals.
They often publish, without malice, and
belleving them true beyond any doubt,
reports of eyents, which subsequent de.
velopments prove to have no foundation
intruth. The editor may then retract—
apologlze—make all possible reparation
with pen and tongue, and yet if he can |
not show the truth of the charge, or ab-
sence of mallee, & Jury will mulet him In
damages. In no other action at |
Iaw is such & burden put upon the de-
fense. In other motions the prosecution
must show the evil intention, the un-
lawful determination, of the defendant;
but in this, the defendant must prove his
charge true, no matter what the elrecum-
stances were under which it was made,
or else suffer in damages. In other mo-
tiens the prosecution must prove the dee
fendant gailty or liable beyond a reason-
able doubt; but in tuis, the defendant is
compelled to prove his innocence. The
rule, s hard one, had its origin In that
era when the press was regarded as the
enemy of privilege, and was created to
hedge about and protect cast from the as-
saults of fdemooracy. It should be
changed, so that an editor charged with
seeking to compass the ruin of character
by publieatious in his paper, would stand
innocent in the eyes of the law until he
has been proved gulity.
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Mre. Julis Ward Howe lovited Senator |
SBumaer to dinner to meet Edwin Booth.
He declined for the reason that he was

P e e

. Western {deas,

150 maeh abaorbed in the welfare of the
masses to take any interest in Individu-
als!! This note was put away In Mrs,
Howe's scrap book with the sharp com-
ment that “when last beard from the
Almighty had not yet renched this poiat.”

- - - - -
Corbin, in his testimony before the

gold speculation committee, now sitting
st Washington, bas exounorated the
President and family from complicity In
the dishonorable affalr, It is said, Corbin
beat Fisk and Gould at thelr ewn game,
and by dolng a superior article of lylog
suoceeded in making & handsome sum
of money.

Farnsworth sald in the house the oth-
er day that Butler's conversion was #o
sudden it shamed that of 8t. Paul, while
the light that shone about him turned
the apostle’s brilliancy into darkness.
But, remarksthe N. Y. 'Commercial,
the light which shone around Saul came
from above—that around Butler from
below,

An attempt bias been made to organize
a vigilance committee in Chicago. This
fact may be taken as conclusive eyldence
that the success of the late “‘reform”
movement In that city has not worked
out any good results. It may become
the duty of the vigilants to hang the re-
formers.
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The female teschers of Chicago, who
persist in using the switeh, have & hard
time. The loeal papers of that delecta-
ble city, call them Yhell-cats,” *'pries
tesses of the whipping post,’ ‘‘barba-
rians,” and other pet names.

William B. Groest eck, Esq., of Cinclpe
nati. one of the couusel of President
Jobnson, in the impeachment trial, is
spoken of as & possible candidate of the
Democracy for the Presidency in 1872

George Washington Rogers sued Luth-
er G. Rigge, of the Meridian (Coun,)
‘Record,’ for 50,000 damages for slander.
The court awarded $10,
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Beveral women lu;é _f-ari;e& a flrm of
stock-brokers in New York, and have
rushed into the conflict with the bulle

and bearsof Wall street.

e s

Fisk hias voluntarily withdrawn his li-
bel sults against the New York “Tribune’
and pald the costs to date.
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The Pope has Issued a bull agalnst the
Fenlans of Amerlu_ancl Ireland.

Qaleb Cushing writes Becretary Fish's
dispatches.

Gen, Fogan made the best speech of
hizlife lately on the removal of the cap-
I'al question. In nnswer to the argu-
ment agalnet removal, that the Father
of his Country placed the capital where
It is, Gen. Logan sald:

“Could Washington now arige fro
his quit tomW on'the bll'cﬁﬁfﬂu“cm
ac and look abroad over the mighty em-
pire which claims hjm as its father he
would stand amazed ~ Could he seée a
nutlon twenty millions strong, goopilng
tha gient ¥alley whi !Lllt His 'day Was
our western |imit; could e gaze upon the
population which is rolling up against
the far-off Pacific const, which wns
then ferra incognita, what, think you,
would be his advice on this subject?
8ir, his sense of justice would force him
to ulr, ‘Capry it in hg midet| of the
peoplé; cherinh, ohildren,’ & kind
regurd for the old homestead, but ge
forth to the glory that awalts you." "

Jim Shoaff, editor of the Deeatur
‘Magnet,’ proposes to run for Mayor of
the village he adorns, If Jim will take
good advice, he won't doany such thing,
but will stick to his pen. Why, to be
Mayor is to be bored motning, noon sud

night by alt kinds of people, &l
kmbot'iu-{m; m: then, the honor
s outweighed by the abuse. Every

little, Insigniticant mnobody, and the
malicious fellows who ean’t have their
pwn way, take aim st **his hoaor," and
fire away. Don't, Shoafl
; il e

The Chieagoans are indignant because
(Governor Palmer, upon the petition of
the Mayor of Chicago, and nearly all
the members of the Board of Aldermen,
commuted the sentence of Walsh, the
wife-murderer, from hangiog Inte [«
prisonment for life. The petition charged
the wife of Walsh with unfaithfulness to
her martinge vows, The Governor cans
not properly be blamed. He acted
properly. The worst of men are too
good for hanging, which Is peither a
punlshment nor for & preventive of
erime.

——— —

THE CHICAGO NAGAZINE,

The *Western Monthly' for Febuary is
a little behind time, but compensates
for the delay by the excellence of it con-
tents. Esoh succeeding number of this
perodical shows improvemeuts aud pre-
sen‘s additional claims why the maga-
gine resders of the west should give it
their cordial patropsge. It represents
Western men, Western lHterature, and
and 1t should reeelve
ennine Western encourngement. The
lographieal sketch in this number s
devoted to Hon. Jobn D: tsten, and is
accompanied by oneof the Western Bank
Note and Epgraviog Company's admir-
able steel portraits. George SBand’s in-
tensely lnlor«ﬂlu* story,, "'The Rolling
Ntone," advarnces three ore chapters,
iviog us in the lasta pleasant gii

nto the Parisian Lbheatrea. George W.
Hungay contributes & very pleasant
descriptive poen called “Snow Archi-
tecture.” " Agriculture and Protection”
is an srgument on the spplieation of free
trade to agriculture which we upwlll?
commend to Western tarmers. E P,

ous Informafion. “*Marcia Heathton' is
the title of & Lrlef but very pretty story,
by “F. L. R." George P. Upton has
complled the **Musicial progress of
Chicago™ (n very compact shape, givin
a complele record of the operatic an
concert history of the city, and tho or-
nization and growth of home societies
m the year 1850, which may be called
the first musical year of the city, to the
preseat time. The article is of special
value to all musiclans and connolsseurs
as a means of reference  Professor Will-
inm Matthews, of the Unlversity of
Chieago, has made up & very interesting
Jeaserintion “8“ any collection of epi-
grams. The Western ‘Monthly,” like the
uther magaeines, has ita say upon the
Chinese ijuestion In an article by H.
Roundy, who has lived twenty Iﬂ‘e'd.
us

among (hem, and Is, therefore,

to speak. **The Most He Could Do" isa
ver, h.ppﬂ title to & very pleasant story
by Jumes B, Runnion

l'r:r{:}dllnr of
the ‘Times.” The plot of the story is laid
in l-lngland and {:ﬂ. ndapart from the
thread of the oa '{ brings up some
very Interesting’ reminiscences of atu-
deunt lite in Rome, sud the lence of
the students. The story is told in & very
smooth, easy way, and is one, of the
slensantest papers in the magazipe.
'‘he Current Notes, Book Notices, and
Chit-Chatare very sprightly and read-
able.
B e ————
LIPPINCOTT'S MAGIEINE,

For Fehruary, It contains: ‘‘The Vi.

High Life, or Bketches in Bwitserland ;'
“The Freedman and his Future;"” part
IT; “Beyond the Breakers;" a novel—
concluded; “Our G phieal BSpon-
“An extraordinary Episode;’

.9"'"
“The Report of the Hénﬂ al Commls-
sioner;"” “Edwin M. Blanton;" sevret

history of Lincoln's eabloet; *Our
Monﬂ:ly Cossip;” Litarature of the

D.'lyho conduotors of ‘Lipplocott's Mag-
szine’ have made ample and attractive
srrangements for the current volume.
There is nothing about it but recommends
to the highest uad bestculture, Jts'con-
tents are always varied and instructive,
embrae a8 it does, several novels,
tales, hes of travel, adventures, es-
says, poems and papers on popular top-
los of the day—and all Er the lhla‘t
writers. Yearly wso &lon 4
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There s & ministerial erisis In Bavaris.

J pingott
Street, Philadeiphin. Ttle ke
e P

Evaus contributes his second
paper upon ‘'‘Sign-Boards,'  which |
is  full  of quaipt and curi-
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What Johm €. and Jessie Look
Like.

. *{h“

“Gath,” the Washinglon cefrespon-
dent of the Chicago *Tribune,’ writing
under a late date, says:

I hever saw Jussle (Benton) Fremont
till }ast Halurday, when she csmoe in to
dinner at the Arlington Hotel with jier
husband, and they sat down lo my an. e
of vision for an hoar. Mra Fremont s a
large, fat blonde, with s sharp, ur;turn-
ed nose, a goodeomplexion, a bright eye,
IIThud up partly with hamor and partly
W

th intensfonal bigh epirita, and Iu-r|

carriage, health, ‘“bounce,” and ripe
brows, nutly tints made rather an agree
able frte-a-fete, Bhe probably welghe
aboat 180 pounds, while the little Geéner-
al han scarcely the heft of 120, He v of
ouluql:bcd gray whiskers and spiled
7“7 Ir, encompassing his little French
nce like furze, and two black, frighten.
ed eyes stare out like a rabbit's, Pardy
an exqulsite’s and partly an advepturer s
is his face, yot with some aristacratic
smaliness and delicacy of featares in it
Hhe has » pronounced American face,
somewhat too much self.-possessed and

self-conscious,
e — ‘-*'—"_-' -

The Law of Libel.

The Proposéd Amendment to the
Constilution.
—— ———
[From the Chicago Tribiiee, Jun. 27 )

Mr, Medillhas presented to the Btate
Conventfon the memorial of the Newspa-
er Associativn ot Hlinols, prayiong that
he Constitution be so Qm-ﬂllElr taat in
prosecutions for libel, publishersshall be
pluced upon an equal footing with all
other defendants, and be relieved from
those legal presumptions which exist in
no other oluss of suits.  The memorinl
asks uo exemptions from the odiopary
rules of justice. 1t only usks that the
law of libel be moderuized, and divest-
ed of those aroitrary and oppressive re-
uirements which have cowe to s from
wys whenthe publieation of n newspaper
In any form was« cousidered.an cutrage
upon special privileges,

In some of the States the law of hbel
has been so modified that, while {tmain-
talns u striet responsibllity for fnjury and
provides wdeguate
clousdefamation, It discriminates bes
tween accldental or Inadvertent Injus-

tice mpd that which is the result
of deliberste or mallelons ins
tent, In Eugland this dis-

doetion hins been su tl.nunlif establish.
@l by the Irnmmﬁlvu liberality of the
Courts, and, while a mulicious libel s
nowhere maore severely puunished, the
Courts have resolutely set their faces
agaiost all prosecutions for mere tech-
nieal libels, and sgaiost  viodie-
tive damages when there Is no in-
tent to lojure and a ready disclaimer is
made, @ result of this has been the
cultivation of a spirit of courtesy and
falrness between the and the pub-
lie. Ontheone hand, when Injustice is
done the newspaper W open to the injurs
ed party for redress; and where an un-
justifiable libel is committed the Courts
hold the gullty to a strixt responsibility,
The end obtained i fulland substantial
Justice to both sides,—& result wheh is
hardly obtainable under the present
state of the law in Illinclsand some of
the other Biates,
|From the Peoria Transeript, Jan, .)

On Tuesday, Mr. Medill presented to
the Convention the resolutions passeld by
the lllinois Press Association, atits Calro
meeting, which were thatactions for li-
bel be governed by the same prineiple as
other actions; that the defendants Le not
required Lo prove a ative, aud that
the plaintifl be required to prove & mal-
felous intent; also, that the publieation
of the lnws of the State be required lo the
pn}wrs of the State,

Toese resclutions cover ground so rea.

unisiment for mali- f

sonable and just, that their incorpora-
tion into the proposed Constitution
should besecured ; and if the Constitution
itself be rejected, it should be the duty of |
the next leglalature to give place in the |
statues for their lega! embodiment. The |
rwnt law of libel is an unmitigated
iambug.
[ Feem the Bpringfiel | Journal, Jun. 3610
The appeal for a more specific defini-
tion of libel, is based, we believe, uvpon
the fact that malleious proseculions
gometimnes grow oul of errors uninten-
tioually committed by the press from false
fuformation or otherwise, and there are
not wanting Instances where vesation
and expeusive litigation, followed by &
verdict for heavy damuges, has grown
out of such cases, even alter prompt and
voluntary eorrection bas been made of |
the injurieus statement, Such ag in-
stance ocoured in a suit agaiost a Chicas
o newspaper n few months agoe In

Wl case & statement, affecting the char- |

soler ol one or more persons, had been
written out and placed in type under &
misdpprehesion of facts; but more trust-
worthy Information having been receiv-

car of Bullhampton,"” part VIIT; “The | ed, orders were given by the edltor di-
Bird,” a poem; “The Pemn F 3" | recting that the article omitted. By
v Mateh Making;" Under False o an inadvertanes on the part of the fore.

man of the “composing room' in ma-
king up l.ImJ:.per. the offensive article
was ivserted, and though a correction |
promply appeared next day an ex-

psive llbel sult was the ocouwe-
quence, resulting fu a verdiot of six or
geven thousand dallars damages. A new

tris!, however, was graoted, which re-
sulted in reve the verdict of the jury
O“I'tho e or 1lke instances Hlustrat
This an an e
the iujusliaﬁf w of libel, which per-
mils *m when the emor was
not infent when there waseve
roason to b he statement true, an
whfin itw only made {rluums .‘13
maualive ) Yy
when liw ) u;ar m“
would he e n n nts
ed libel upon th das en |

vessary ingredient of the orime,
“l‘ho ;lyth: of the propositions of the

J
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nbove memorial in reference to the pub-
lication of the Lawa in $he newspapers
of the State, with a view to giving info
mation to the gooplo in reference to the
mws under w ‘i:g thoz. Ilvle., and whlotl:

¢y are expected to obey, Is so apparen
tm{lt least three pmp’umom on the
subject have already been presen to
the Coayention from as many nt
members, There are precedents for this
eourse in New York, Ohlo, Michigan,
Malne and other States.

An effectual remedy for smallpox is
said to have been recently fou h{ a
surgeon of the British army in China.
The mode of treantment Is as follows:
When the preceding fever is atits height
and just before the eruption appears, the
chest is rubbed with croton oll and tar-
turic ointment. This causes the whole
of the nrunllon to nprent on the part of
body to the relief of the rest. It alse
sccures 8 full and complete eruption, and
thius prevents the disense nomnuw'hlu
the internal organs. This is now the es-
tablished mode of treatmens in the Bng-
lish army In Cuina, and is regarded ns &
perfect cure.

The Charleston {ﬁo.) ‘Courier’ of the
20th of January =ays, that ‘‘though
the efforts of the Government of Ar-

kansas, arrangements have been
made with heavy New York
capitalists, whereby the work of

making the levee down the west bank
of the Misslsslppl, from the highlands
of Missouri, to the mouth of the St. Fran-
cis river will be Immediately commen-
eed, and vigorously prosecuted to com-
pletion. The plan is to build a raliroad,
the bed of which shall be a solld em-
bankment, thus securing & substaptial
levee by Individual enterprise, and such
Suitenid as may be gﬂmted. without
waltlog for, or asking asslstance from
the National Government."

The people of Cairo are determined to
have manufactures, They have held
meetings, snd appointed a highly re-
spectable committee from the members
of the City Council to solicit attention
from maunufacturers abroad. They offer
land or lots in sufficient quantity to ae-
commodste any manufacturing busi-
uess, free of cost, and olher encourage-
ments to parties desiring to locate there
for manufarturing purposes. — Jlinois
Nate Journal.
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A MORSE-SHOE MAKING CONTEST.

A contest between two rival black-
smiths of Omaha, R, M, Btratton, and
Audrew Manplog, took place on the 25th,
The match was for $50 aside, the stakes
to be awarded to the man who could turn
off one hundred horse.shoes, completely
made, with the exception of the corks,
in the smallest space of time and with
the best show of workmanship. Strat-
ton made one hundred and one horse-
shoes in two hours aud ninteen minutes;
Manning accomplished his one hundred
after laboring two hours and thirty min-
utes. The Judge deelded that the work
of each was egullly good, and awarded
the prize to Stratton on the ground of
quickness, he beating his opponent elev-
en minutes,

ATTORNEYS
Gnaas&u:wnni. S e
Attorneys and Comnsellors at Law,

William M, Green, ]
William B, Gliberd, .
Miles F, Gllbert, )

#peeial attention given to Admiralty and Seesmbont
Dus neng.

Ulice om Ohio Levee, Hooms % and 4
___Oover st Nasienal Bank. _ wolstfl
ALLI‘IN, WEBB & BUTLEL,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
Oflice In Bross' New Bullding,
Coraer of Bleventh street and Commercial Aveaus

CAIRO, TLEL.

W.J: Allen
. Watson Webb,
_l.o._l'. ﬂ’_t_loi. i s . du-iutl_
L\ ULKEY, WALL & WHEELER,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

Joux H. MvrLxey,
}OMRO. ILL.

icalln‘ ILL.

Greo. W. Wary,
SaM L P WaesLER,

OfMece Rooms, § and ? Winter's Bloe
decal esae

F £. ALBRIGHT,
*  ATTORNEY AT LAW,

OiMfice. corner of Ywelfth Nirect and Waab:
ingltom AvenSle,

s ALLINOIS @)

CAIRD...oomeesisnse

Will practice in this and the adjoining judicial air.
suils, and make collections in the neighturing coun-
ties of Mussour snd Kentucky selif

PHYSICIANS

l) lJ{. HUBBARD

Having opened an offies in rooms over the siere of
M .au.ﬁiu,m-! 4 Sloo, No. 1M Commercial avenus,
Iy s leave to offer s services W thie eitisens of Calro,

EEFERS To=Iir. N. 8. Davis, @hieago;

1. W, Raymondd, Es)., UChicago;
leny. Bliekney B, me;

Hom, Thotuss l:wl\‘,'ohw:

E. . Booth, Esq., Philsdelphia.
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GROCERIES—CUMMISSION.
H, ™ HULER,
L ]

WHOLESALE GROCER
AND
COMMISSION MERCHANT,
No. 72 Ohio Levee,

Cairo IlL

Revenewces - . Merobants of Calrod

Janbal

W. ETRATTON,
QTRATTON & BIRD,

(Buecessors te Biratton, Hudson & Clark),

WHOLESALR
Grocers and Commission Merchawts,

Amert P ...'

ea
Aroute for Cotton Tarna orusee
wl“:'o‘. 57 Ohle Leves, Caire, 1ik

M. PHILLIPS & CO,,
(Buceessors an E. B. Hendrieks & 0e.,)
Forwarding and Commission Merchaste
WHARFEOAT PROPRIETORS,

Oairo = = = INlinois.
Liberal Advances Made on Consignments,

7. BIRD,

\re prepared 1o reoeive, store or forward L]
ylpoints; buy or sell on commission. Busi Bl
ended o with premploess.

(V. GREEX,
®  (Suscessor to Fallis, Green & Os..)

FLOUR AGHINT,
AN

General Commission Merehant,
c‘ll!:lnlr iy ’ sy
D. WILLIAMSON,

WHOLESALE GROCER,
PRODUUE AND CONMIAMSION
M B R OXE A XN T,

No. 76 Ohio Leves, Calre, 1L

Special attention
ur.lm. given Lo consignmente ut..l.mu

SAM'L WILSON,
Dealerin

BOAT STORES, GROCERIES AND FRO-
"VISIONS, ARR

110 Ohio ILsovee,
velstf Calre, Illinels.

PETER CUHL,

Exclusive
FLOUR MERCHANT AND MILLERS
AGENT,
Ne. 50 Ohio Levee, Cailre, lllinsls,

Orders solicited and promptly sod sslistsetorily
Aled. ocldu

DYAS T. PARKER. JOHN B, PHILLIS.
PARKER & PHILLIS,
- General —~
Commission and Forwarding Merchants
And Dealorn 1
May, Corn, Oats, Bran, and all Kinds of

Produee,
ORI0 LEVEE..ccumine insssenssAIRO, ILL,
apl dif

———

5. D. ATERS.
A YERS & CO,

F,OUTR
—AND GEYENAL—
OGMMISSION MERCHANT

Ne. 133 Ohle Laves, CAIRO, ILL
marlTduf

—— e

F. VINCENT,

Dealer 1n Groceries, Lime, Piaster Parls, Masters
Halr, Cement,

1LiAimm e,

inbulk, Always on hand, Corner Eighih streets
Oblo Leves, Caire Llinois, my L

B J. ATRRS.

—— — e e ——— e ———

FOREIGN EXCHANGE.

R A g

i\_on SALE,

WY
JOHN W, TROVER & CO
BROKERS AND EXCHANGE DEALERS
Eighth strest, sscond door freum Com. Ave.,

EXCHANGE ON

Great Britaln, Southern Germany,
Ireland,
Northorn Germany, | Sweden,
Norway.
Alse, Pua Tiokels from
Liwerpool, London, Havrs, An Bremen

and Hamburg, lo New For,

Or 1o any poini West.
8FrColl Jtna made on any point in Europe.

Iy R, W. R. SMITH,

PHYSICIAN AXD SURGEON,

OFFICE 146 COMMERCIAL AVENUE
(Over Hannen's Book Store,) ]

—
clania, No. 81 Thlrtaenth Street. apli 1l

L 4
EDICAL.
M™%
. W. DUNNING, M, D,
KESIDENCE-Ceor, 9th and Walnut Birests
UNFICE - Cor. 6tk Sireet and Ohle Loeves.
OFFIC oL From # a,m, lo 12 m,, aad frem
B e s it
EDICAL.
M
l'lo 'lu“.‘nh '. ’l’
CAIRO, ILLIN®IS.
Ofce over Past Ofice.
sepl daw i

Residence § Walnut sireet,

decil ubd

e ————— A ———————— e {
[P TAILOR.
Connnwa BOYLE,
TAIX:OMRN,

140 OMMERCIAL AVENUNR,

la Biliolt & Hagthorne s Bool and Shos Blere,
TRO, ILLINOIS.
srCumng dons a short sutisse.

6HN '\V. ‘;'I;OVEB & 00,
Real Estate, Bond and Stock Hrohers,
e T

second door Com. 4
'::T.’:.'s‘.“ bk ’me':m.m" :

marsit

——
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